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I was going to talk about
“Information Retrieval in extreme contexts”

But I will talk about “Aggregation”



Some sort of outline

 Document retrieval, information retrieval, web
search

 Focused retrieval
 Aggregation
 Current work - Digest page
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Classical document retrieval
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Information retrieval process
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… Peter Ingwersen & Kalervo Järvelin, The Turn, 2005



Information retrieval and web search

web search information retrieval



Focused Retrieval - Question & Answering



Focused Retrieval - XML Element Retrieval



Aggregated (virtual) documents
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Aggregated (virtual) documents

 Web search
− Clustering (Clusty)
− Summarisation (WebInEssence)

 News domains
− Topic detection & tracking (TREC track)



Aggregated views
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Aggregated views



Current work

 Digest page
− Yahoo! Wikipedia
− Clustering (Carrot2)
− Multi-document summarization

 Ranking of digest pages

 Aggregated digest page
− Query context



Current work - ranked list of digest pages



Current work - presenting a digest page



Current work - context of query



Ask X - aggregated search



Aggregated “answers”

Why?
− reduce information overload (is there one?)
− increase result space (is this needed?)

− provide/capture context/focus (country, language, device, literacy, …)
− presentation and interface (expectation for Google type interface very

high! Is it the case?)
− cross/multi-media content (refer to StoryBank)
− cross/multi-lingual content (is there a need?)

Is the above too complicated? Not needed? Not feasible? In 10 years?


