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CONTACT INFORMATION

RESEARCH QUESTION

CONCLUSIONS

MARGIN ANNOTATION SYSTEM

DIGITAL STUDY

PAPER STUDY

Separate Medium
Margins
Over the Document

Annotation is a critical commonplace activity
when interpreting, evaluating and reading

 

�t  Digital documents are surrounded by expandable margin area

�t  Contains two sets of drawing tools:
�t  Annotation �les are saved independently of PDFs

�t  Builds on results from paper study
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On a separate medium?

Over the document? In the margins of a document?

�t  Where do people annotate on physical documents?

?

 

�t  Where is the best place to annotate on digital documents?

SOLUTION:  Margin Annotation System
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MOST PRACTICAL LOCATION:   Margins
           Provides increased space and context location
IDEAL LOCATION:     Over document
        Keeps notes in context but obscures text
DIGITAL DESIGN:     Overcomes obscurity problem by incorporating
        a highlighter tool with mouse over annotations
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Least Popular Location: Separate Medium eg) Post its

PROBLEMS
Over the document: Obscures text, limited space
Margins: Di�cult to reference, limited space
Separate Medium: Di�cult to Reference, easy to lose F
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Margin VS PDF: Varied with some tools best 
suited to both suggesting that margins are a 
useful addition to marking up the PDF as op-
posed to a straightforward alternative
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�t  Large Margin surrounding PDF area

Proves margins are an addition to PDF annotation not an alternative
       

Which tools 
best suit each 

location?
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PAPER STUDY

MARGIN ANNOTATION SYSTEM

�t  Two sets of Mark up tools (Margin Tools and PDF Tools)
�t  Mimicks paper practices while overcoming their drawbacks

DIGITAL STUDY

ANNOTATION

A QUESTION OF PLACE

WHERE are annotations positioned?

  �t  Over the document content?

  �t  In the margins of a document?
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